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Welcome to Oasis Academy Warndon 
 

We would like to welcome you and your family to our school.  

We hope that your child will have a very happy and exciting time learning and making new 

friends. We aim to make the transition into Reception class a comfortable and enjoyable 

experience for the children. This booklet is to give you some information about the 

Foundation Stage Reception class, the routines and learning that your child will experience. 

We hope it will answer any queries you have and provide you with an insight into the 

Reception Year.  

Our Vision 

HAPPY HEARTS, ENQUIRING MINDS, PROMISING FUTURES 

Oasis Academy Warndon is driven by a powerful ethos which aspires to treat everyone 
equally and recognises the importance of a holistic approach to education.  As well as 
continuing to build a strong school and deliver a first-class education, it is also our desire to 
build an interconnected community, recognising that educational needs do not exist in 

isolation from the needs of the whole person. 

At Warndon we aim to: 

 Create a happy, stimulating, caring learning environment where risk taking and 
challenge is encouraged 

 Awaken and nurture a love of learning that will last a lifetime and provide everyone 
with the skills to pursue that learning independently and collaboratively 

 Enable everyone to reach the highest standard of which they are capable, 
academically and in other fields such as sport, arts and culture 

 Encourage all learners to develop their own interests, passions, enthusiasms, 
creativity and individuality 

 Help learners to understand and care about the world in which they live, and to 
believe in their ability and responsibility to change that world to make it better 

 Empower learners to develop a strong sense of right and wrong, good and bad, 
equality and justice. Give them the inner strength to act according to these values  

 Provide learners with the skills and understanding to live a healthy, successful life, 
physically, emotionally and spiritually 

 Foster respect, tolerance and love for others, regardless of race, gender, religion or 

difference, within a framework of equality of opportunity and fairness 
 Help learners to appreciate human achievements and aspirations and to believe in 

their own potential to attain great things 
 Promote a feeling of pride and confidence in learners’ identities; as individuals, as 

members of our academy, as part of the local community and as citizens of the world 



 

 

 

Our Ethos and Habits 

Everything within Oasis Community Learning is framed by our ethos. 

Our ethos is rooted in what we believe and who we are. Grounded in our story, it is  an 

expression of our character; a set of values that inform and provide the lens on everything 
we do.   

 A passion to include  
 A desire to treat people equally respecting differences   
 A commitment to healthy, open relationships  
 A deep sense of hope that things can change and be transformed  
 A sense of perseverance to keep going for the long haul  

It is these ethos values that we want to be known for and to live by. We are committed to a 
model of inclusion, equality, healthy relationships, hope, and perseverance throughout all 

the aspects of the life and culture of every Oasis Hub and academy community.  

We encourage every member of our family, be that staff or student, to align themselves to 
these ethos values. The values themselves are inspired by the life, message and example of 

Jesus but we make it clear that we will not impose on anyone, the beliefs that underpin our 
ethos values. We recognise and celebrate the richness that spiritual and cultural diversity 

brings to our community, respecting the beliefs and practices of other faiths in the hope 

that we will provide a welcoming environment for all.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The Oasis 9 Habits  

The Oasis Ethos is aspirational, inspirational and something that we have to constantly work 
at. It is important to remember that every organisation is made up of its people, and people 

don’t always get things right. This means that there can sometimes be a dissonance 
between what we say we are, as stated in our ethos values, and what we actually do and 
experience. Recognising this is helpful because it reminds us that we each have things to 
work on; we have space to grow, develop and change to become the best version of 
ourselves.   

To help us in this process of personal growth and development we have the Oasis 9 

Habits. It is our bespoke and unique approach to character development. We know that by 
living the way of the Habits, the Oasis Ethos will become second nature to 
us. We also believe that this process of continually developing our character and being 
transformed to become the best version of ourselves is really important for every student 
and staff member alike. Therefore, we actively promote and practice the Oasis 9 Habits 

which are an invitation to a way of life characterised by being compassionate, patient, 
humble, joyful, honest, hopeful, considerate, forgiving and self-controlled.  We believe that 
by becoming people who live this way, by becoming the best version of ourselves, whether 
we are a staff member or students, we are transformed, and we are also able to play our 

part in bringing transformation locally, nationally and globally.   



 

 

 

EYFS Vision 

Early Years Education is the foundation upon which young children build the rest of their 
schooling. It is a holistic education that encompasses all learning and development. At Oasis 

Academy Warndon we provide an exciting and engaging curriculum that meets the needs of 
all learners, teaching children to develop social relationships, skills and understanding. The 

children will be prepared for ‘school readiness’ by building on what they already know, they 
will all become successful learners, responsible citizens and confident individuals. The 

emphasis on the teaching and learning is developed through.  

   PLACE 
PLACE encompasses the ethos of early years through 

consistent strategies and systems. Staff model PLACE through 

building positive and supportive relationships with children 

and parents. All staff are empowered to work as a team to 

provide the best opportunities for the children, systems and 

strategies have being developed providing guidance and challenge. Staff teach inspiring 

lessons where children make rapid progress in all areas of learning, reaching national 

expectations.  

Parents and EYFS staff work together to share information about their child’s development 

and learning journey. Opportunities are provided for parents to work alongside their child 

supported by staff to celebrate the success and progress of the children.  

At Oasis Warndon we give children a first rate start to their flight path of learning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Early Years Curriculum 

The Reception year is the final year of the Early Years Foundation Stage.  This year is 

about well planned play activities to develop all areas of the curriculum. There is a 

balance of teacher and child initiated activities. There are set times of the day where the 

children are involved in planned activities to develop specific skills and knowledge that 

link to the early learning goals, they are then given the opportunity to develop these 

independently during child-initiated play.  

The Early Years Foundation Stage guidance has seven areas of learning that are all 

interlinked, across these seven areas of learning your child will learn and develop new 

skills and knowledge.  

Prime Areas   Specific Areas 

Communication and language Literacy- reading and writing 

Physical development Maths 

Personal, social and emotional 

development 

Understanding the world 

 Expressive arts and design 

 

The Early Years team at Oasis Academy Warndon ensure that the children have 

experience of all these areas of learning when putting together appropriate and exciting 

learning opportunities for your child to explore.  

Throughout the year your child will be regularly observed during their activities and the 

key person will monitor their progress in each of the seven areas. All the informati o n 

gained is kept in an individual Learning Journey for your child and we encourage you to 

make regular contributions about your child’s learning at home. 

Evidence collected across the year will then be used in the final assessment at the end of 

Reception Year, your child will be assessed against the early learning goals.  

There will be many opportunities throughout the year for you to speak with the staff  

about your child’s progress and to share information, both formally through parent 

evenings/meetings and informally during the school day. 

 

 



 

 

 

Characteristics of effective learning 

The charceristics of effective learning are the ways in which children enage with other 

people and the environment. They underpin the learning and development across all areas 

and support children to become and remain an effective and motivated learner.  

The characteristics of effective teaching and learning are:  

 Playing and exploring - children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’  
 Active learning - children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter 

difficulties, and enjoy achievements  
 Creating and thinking critically - children have and develop their own ideas, make 

links between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things. 
 

To engage the children with the characteristics we use ‘Dino Powers’ these are characters that the 

children use and recognise to understand and celebrate their achievements. Children receive 

certificates and stickers when they have displayed the dino powers. These are a starting point to a 

whole school curriculum centred on our Character robots 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We encourage the children to think about the ways they learn and to identify with the 

different characteristic. 

 



 

 

 

Our team 

Reception is made up of three classes and a large well equipped outdoor area which 

children have access to daily. Each class has a class teacher and a teaching assistant they 

are responsible for the care, well being and progress of your child. The class teachers plan 

together on a weekly basis for all the areas of learning. Activities, tasks and resources are 

adapted to meet every child’s needs. The progress that children make is constantly 

monitored and evaluated through observationa and interactions.  

The children in each class have the opportunity when outside to interact and play with 

each other, alongside all the staff members of the team. 

Please refer to ‘Class sheet’ to view a photo of the class teacher and teaching assistant.  

Tapestry- a link between home and school 

We use an online learning journal called Tapestry. Tapestry is an interactive way of 

recording  the learning and experiences of your child. It allows us to take a snapshot of the 

activity and identifying the learning that is happening.  

It is also possible for you to comment on the activities that 

have been shared as well as add photos about special 

moments and the things that you have been busy doing at home.  

The relationship between school and home is so important by using Tapestry it enable us 

view a fuller picture of your childs development and progress.  

 

To support you using tapestry 

we share this with you at a 

workshop early on in the year.  

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

Forest School 
  
The children in Reception will spend one morning or afternoon a week in our Forest school. 

In these sessions they will be able to learn about nature and the environment as well as 

develop skills in self awareness, communication and social skills, independence, self esteem 

and confidence. They will take part in challenging tasks such as deb building, digging and 

searching for mini- beasts, pattern making, mud painting, leaf stick and stone 

collecting.They will sing songs and learn about campfire safety.  

Children will visit Forest school 

even if it is raining or snowing. We 

always carry out a safety check of 

the site before visititng.   You will 

be notified of which day your child 

will be going to Forest school. 

Please can you ensure that your 

child is suitably clothed for the 

time of year, so on cold or cool 

days they will need to be wearing 

trousers and a warm jumper, hat 

and gloves.  

We do have a number of waterproof jackets and trousers, If you would prefer your child to 

have there own set then please ensure they are labelled with your childs name and class 

and in a carrier bag. These will be kept on their peg and will be sent home to clean.  

Trips and Experiences  

Throughout the year, several trips and experiences are planned into the curriculum to help 

the children broaden their knowledge by exposing them to things they wouldn’t encounter. 

These experiences enhance the children’s cultural awareness and develop their 

understanding of values and beliefs as well as challenging preconceived perceptions. 

Moreover, by seeing for themselves, the real life examples of what they have been learning, 

the children gain a deeper understanding of the topic, which increases their motivation to 

learn and retain the information 

Trips can be paid for in advance at the start of the school year or over a period of 

instalments.  

 



 

 

 

Our daily routine 

8.45 am Doors open / Registration/ Chidren have choice of activities 

9.15 am  Whole class teaching 

9.30 am Activities – adult led and child initiated choice; indoor/outdoors  
          Self service “snack” café  

11.15am Whole class teaching 
11.45am Lunch time 

12.45pm Whole class teaching 
13.20pm Activities - adult led and child initiated choice; indoor/outdoors  

14.50pm Whole class activity/story time 

3.15pm Home time 

 

Our daily routines changes throughout the year. Once the children have settled we have a 

daily phonics session in the morning, as well as a focused maths session.  

At 3:15pm at the end of the school day this is a great time to find out what your child has  

been learning during the day. All children must be collected by a named adult- if you are 

running late please telephone the academy to let us know. If someone else is collecting your 

child you must inform the class teacher or the academy office and where possible allow the 

class teacher to meet this person before hand.  

Lunchtime 

Parents have the option of school meals or providing a healthy 

packed lunch. Children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are 

entitled to a Universal free school meal.  We operate a 3 weekly 

cycle of menus a sample menu is included in the pack. During the 

lunchtime period your child will be with a lunchime supervisor who oversees there care, 

well being and safety. After eating their lunch the children play on the Reception playground 

where there is on offer a range of resources and activites to enjoy.  

We operate a system called Family dining- Family dining helps with child development as 

everyone is sitting together at a table; self-service fosters independence and empowers 

children to feel in control of their choices. Children learn co-operation and social skills as 

they practice patience by sharing, turn taking and manners. As well as developing language 

skills as they engage in teacher or peer to peer conversations. Dining together deepens 

relationships and friendships in a relaxed atmosphere where children can focus on one 

another without outside distractions. 



 

 

 

Snacks and Playtimes 

All children are provided with a piece of fruit everyday to encourage 

healthy eating habits. Children do not need to bring additional food to 

school. Children are not allowed to bring fizzy drinks or milkshakes we ask that 

your child has a water bottle which is brought into school daily so they have continued 

access to fresh water. If the children have access to water it improves their concentration 

and learning.. The water bottle needs to be a small sports style bottle with a lid. It needs to 

be clearly labelled. Milk is provided until children are 5 years of age. If you wish your child to 

continue to have milk payment is made to the academy office.  

Children in Reception have access to learning outdoors on a daily basis. Structured outdoor 

play activities are planned for playtimes to allow your child to develop a range of physical 

and social skills. Please ensure that yout child has a coat in school each day as weather can 

be changeable. Don’t forget to label your childs coat with your child’s full name and class.  

What do I do if my child is ill?   

A parent or guardian must telephone the Academy on 01905 453 530 

first thing in the morning on every day of absence throughout the illness. 

Please notify the Academy of any infectious or contagious illness 

occurring in the household of a student. In such cases, a student should 

not attend the Academy until the incubation period has passed or a 

medical certificate has been submitted indicating that they are permitted to return.   

Please provide a letter with reason for absence on the first day the student returns to the 

Academy following the illness. 

Sometimes children siffer from sickness or diarrhoea The Health Protection Authority and 

our school policy stated that children should be kept at home for 48 hours from the last 

bout of sickness.  

Medical needs 

If your child has an ongoing medical need which requires either treatment or monitoring 

please discuss it with yout childs teacher. If possible, parents should administer all 

medication.  

If staff are required to supervise a child taking medication, for example an inhaler, we will 

need prior written authority. Please ask your childs class teacher who will support you in 

completing a medication form for your child.  



 

 

 

Attendance  

We aim for 100% attendance across each 

academic year, your childs attendance is 

monitored daily. When your child has good 

attendance 97%+ we reward them each 

term with certificates and stickers. Your 

child can also earn raffle tickets to be in the 

Attendance raffle draw each half term. Look 

out for key days when this will happen. 

Your child needs to stay in the green to 

receive an award. When their attendance 

drops below green and yellow we become 

very concerned about their attendance and 

will need to speak to you. That means their 

attendance is below 95% and is 

unsatisfactory.  

When your child’s attendance drops below this point at any time of the year interventions 

and escalations will be triggered to enable you to support your child in re-gaining good 

attendance.   

Persistent Absence -The Academy review student’s attendance and punctuality on a regular 

basis, whether it be authorised or unauthorised absence. If a student’s attendance falls 

below 95% we will start our Academy attendance interventions. The interventions  are 

intended to support the parent/guardians, and the pupil concerned in enabling improved 

school attendance. The interventions will be in the form of letters, phone calls and/or 

meetings, depending on the level of concern. If these interventions fail and attendance 

continues to fall, we may have to refer the case to the Local Authority Education 

Department for them to consider legal action. 

Daily Absence Check - At the start of each day, the class registers are checked and if a 

student is absent and no communication has been received from the student’s 

parent/guardian, then a phone call will be made to find out the whereabouts of the student 

and the reason for absence. Please note all contact numbers that have been provided to the 

Academy for the student will be tried and a message will be left where necessary. 

Term Time Leave- The Academy does not authorise term time leave unless it is extenuating. 
Any holiday taken during term time should be applied for using 'The Application for Leave of 

Absence Form' which is passed onto the leadership team. Unauthorised leave has a negative 



 

 

 

impact on your child’s attendance and may result in a fixed penalty notice being issued by 
the local authority. 

 

School uniform- What does my child need to wear? 
 

 White polo shirt with academy logo  or white plain school shirt/blouse 
 Royal blue sweatshirt/cardigan with academy logo 

 Black or grey shorts, trousers or skirt (girls trousers must be tailored, no leggings) 

 Black or white socks (girls may wear black, grey or white tights) 

 Smart black shoes (no trainers) 

 Blue gingham dresses can 
be worn in the summer 

 School book bag with 
academy logo  

PE bags with the academy logo 
can be obtained from the main 
office; all other items are available 

at Schooltogs. 

Children have two PE lessons per 

week, which normally consist of a 
leson outside and a lesson in the 

hall. The PE kit expected to be 
worn by children is as follows: 

 White round neck P.E t-shirt with academy logo 
 Royal blue plain shorts (no other colours or patterned shorts) 
 White socks for outdoor P.E 
 For colder weather children can wear a jumper or tracksuit/tracksuit (these should 

be plain navy or black – again no patterns or badges etc) 
 Pumps or trainers for outside 
 A royal blue PE bag with academy logo (optional) 

Chidlren must adhere to the above kit and not wear any branded shorts or tops. The PE kit 

can be purchased at Schooltogs. 

The children have access to the outside garden every day, even if it is raining; therefore, it is 

important that they have a named coat and a pair of wellingtons in school. In the summer a 
sun hat is essential along with sunblock cream. 

Please clearly name all items of clothing, including coats, shoes and 

wellingtons. 



 

 

 

The Reception Environment 

We are extremely proud of our learning environment and place a great emphasis on 

encouraging children to be independent, enquiring learners. Our Reception environment 

provides a safe, secure, child friendly setting where 

children can make choices and take responsibility for 

their own equipment and resources from the very start 

of their education.  

We provide a breadth of multi-sensory experiences and 

activities that enable children to learn across the seven 

areas of learning.  

Equipment is accessible for all children and arranged at 

their level on purpose built reception furniture, enabling 

a high quality learning experience for all.  

 

Our outdoor learning environment provides space for the 

children to have structured play on a larger scale. Children 

can explore construction materials, sand, water, a woodwork 

bench, mud kitchen and have access to gross motor skills 

development on the trim trail.  

Outdoor ecuation is very important to children throughout 

the year, we ask that the children come to school with 

suitable outdoor clothes , especially wayerproof clothes for 

rainy days and hats, scarf and gloves for cold days.  

 

Safeguarding 

We ensure all policies and procedures in respect of safeguarding children are up to date and 

in line with Keeping Children Safe in Education 2019. The policies are accessible to all staff 
through the Oasis Zone and Academies Virtual Learning Environment (VLE). Policies and 

procedures are reviewed and revised by the Oasis Board of Trustees on a regular basis.   

All policies and procedures in respect of safeguarding children are up to date and accessible 
to all staff through the Oasis Zone and Academies Virtual Learning Environment (VLE). 
Policies and procedures are reviewed and revised by the Oasis Board of Trustees on a 
regular basis 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2


 

 

 

Induction Settling in at school 

To ease the transistion into reception, all children will start in the first week of school on a 

part time basis. Please see the letter in your pack with dates and times that your child will 

attend. During this week the your child will also stay for lunchtime.  

From Monday 7th September onwards your child will be in school on a full time basis 

(8.45am – 3.15pm). 

 

The school day begins at 8:45am. Please try to be punctual as it helps your child to settle 
into the activities and routine of the day. 
 
We encourage children to be independent so please let them hang up their own coat and 
choose an activity. You are welcome to stay and settle your child at an activity. 

 
Our day ends at 3.15pm. Please try to be punctual as it helps children to leave  happily with 

everyone else. 

If you wish to have a ‘chat’ about your child’s day, we will be very pleased to see you once 

we have ensured all children are safely with their parents/carers. 

What does my child need to bring? 
 

 Reading Bag with their name on 

 PE Kit 

 Water bottle 

 Warm coat with a hood 

 Lunchbox labelled with name and class (if packed lunch) 

 Wellington Boots in a bag to be kept on their peg 

 Waterproof jacket and trousers to be kept on their peg 
 

 Please label all items with your child’s full name and class. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Your Involvement Parents as Partners 

We actively encourage your contribution to your child’s learning. During your child’s time 

within the early years setting we offer a number of sessions for you to come and be part of 

your child’s development.  

 We have regular stay and play session in Reception if you are unable to attend 

please send an adult who is familiar with your child- this may be Grandparents an 
Aunty or Uncle.  

 Daily updates of your childs learning on tapestry we encourage you to comment and 
also add on what you have been doing at home. This can be anything from baking a 

cake to taking a walk outside. 
 Phonics- we ask that you encourage your child to practise the phonic sounds that 

they are learning at home. Your child will be given the sounds and a tin to keep them 
in, these are to be used at home to make words.  

 Tricky Words- your child will be given words that are called tricky words these are to 
be learnt by sight with an action, these are words that cannot be sounded out. 

 Reading - As soon as your child is ready they will bring a reading book home. We ask 

parents to talk to their child about the book, hear them read the book, ask them 
questions about what they have read and then write a comment in the reading diary. 

 Maths with parents- is an online programme that teaches and practices maths skills 
and knowledge there are tasks to be completed that use resources that you have at 
home. 

 Curriculum newsletter each half term which will tell you all about the work your child 

will be doing in school.  
 

Everyday when you collect your child the class teacher is available for a short catch up of the 

day.  

We have an active Friends of Oasis you can find more about how they contribute to the life 

of the academy on the website.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

How can you help your child? 
We encourage children to be independent and to manage their own needs as far as 

possible. Here are some ideas and activities that you can do together at home to help your 
child – you may do many of these already! 
 

 Encourage your child to use the toilet independently, wash their hands, put on and fasten 
their coats and shoes 

 

 Play games which encourage sharing and turn taking as this will help your child to build their 
social and communication skills 

 

 Take time to listen to your child and talk about their interests and things they’ve done. 
Answering their questions and asking questions - what if…? Why do you think…? How did 
you…? 

 

 Take time to explain what you are doing e.g. in the kitchen, garden, park, and encourage 
your child to join in with everyday activities - washing up, cooking, shopping, and helping in 
the garden. This helps them to hear language in context and gain more vocabulary to use in 
their play. 

 
 Encourage your children to take turns in a conversation and to listen to each other and 

others. 
 

 Regularly sharing a book (stories, information books, newspapers, magazines, comics etc) 
with your child can be a pleasurable and rewarding experience for both of you.  Let your 
child see you reading for pleasure and to find information too. By encouraging your child to 
join in and talk about books and seeing you enjoying reading will foster a love of books and 
develop your child’s understanding. 

 

 Sing songs, nursery rhymes and counting songs and rhymes together 
 

 Encourage your child to make marks on paper for a variety of reasons. This is an important 
stage in learning to write. Show your child how to hold a pencil correctly and also let your 
child see you writing, e.g. a shopping list 

 

 Give your child time to run, jump, climb and play outdoors 
 

 Point out numbers around the environment e.g. house numbers etc..  
 

 Count, add and subtract anything and everything - socks, cars, shopping, cutlery, fingers and 
toes! 

 

 Encourage  your child to be flexible in their thinking and use of materials, praising them for 
their efforts or ideas as well as the end product. 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 

 

We look forward to welcoming the children into 
Reception in September. 

 
 

 
 

  

 

Oasis Academy Warndon  

Edgeworth Close, Worcester WR49PE 

Telephone : 01905 453530 

Email : Admin@oasiswarndon.org 

Website: www.oasisacademywarndon.org 

 

 

mailto:Admin@oasiswarndon.org
http://www.oasisacademywarndon.org/

