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1. Purpose 

This policy sets out the Academy’s expectations regarding mobile phones and smart watches 

to: 

• Safeguard pupils and staff. 

• Reduce distraction and bullying risks, including online harms. 

• Protect personal data in line with UK GDPR. 

• Support high-quality learning and a calm, respectful environment. 

• Ensure school is a phone free environment. 

 

2. Scope 

This policy applies to: 

• All pupils on the academy site, on trips, transport to/from school arranged by the 

academy, and at all academy events. 

• All staff and volunteers while supervising pupils. 

• Visitors where relevant to safeguarding. 

 

3. Definitions 

• Mobile phone: Any device capable of calls, messaging, photos/video, internet access, 

or apps (including phones without SIMs). 

• Smart watch: Any wearable capable of notifications, calling/messaging, 

photos/video, audio recording, or internet/app connectivity. (Basic step counters 

without connectivity are considered fitness trackers.) 

• Connectivity: Bluetooth, Wi-Fi, mobile data, or similar. 

 

4. Policy Statement 

1. Pupil mobile phones are banned on academy premises and at academy activities. 

Pupils must not bring mobile phones to school. 

2. Smart watches with connectivity are banned (e.g., Apple Watch, Android watches, 

Fitbit with smart features, Garmin smart watches). 

3. Permitted wearables: Basic, non-connected fitness trackers (e.g., step counters 

without Bluetooth/Wi-Fi/data) may be worn, provided they:  
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o Do not record audio/video, 

o Do not receive notifications, 

o Do not include games, 

o Are worn at owner’s risk  

4. Staff devices: Staff may use personal devices only in line with staff code of conduct, 

never in pupil-facing time except for safeguarding, medical, or operational reasons 

authorised by SALT. 

5. Visitors: Visitors must not use personal devices in pupil areas unless authorised (e.g., 

per safeguarding/DSL oversight). Photography is prohibited without consent. 

 

5. Rationale 

• Mobile and smart devices pose risks of distraction, cyberbullying, exposure to 

inappropriate content, image-sharing, and safeguarding concerns. 

• The academy’s duty of care prioritises pupil welfare, learning, and data protection. 

 

6. Exemptions (Rare & Controlled) 

Exemptions may be authorised by the Principal/Deputy Principal for: 

• Medical needs requiring monitoring via a device (documentation required from a 

clinician). 

 

7. Arrival/Departure – Exceptional Circumstances 

If a pupil must carry a phone due to an exceptional, pre-agreed travel need: 

• On arrival, the phone must be switched off and handed in to class teacher in a 

named pouch for secure storage. 

• Devices are collected by the child at the end of the day or returned to the pupil once 

off-site, as agreed. 

• The device must remain off and out of sight throughout. 
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8. Confiscation & Sanctions 

If a pupil is found with a banned device: 

1. Confiscation: Staff will request the device be handed over immediately. It will be 

placed in the locked GDPR cupboard in the classroom. 

2. Return:  

o First incident: Returned to child at the end of the day. A phone call will be 

made to parent/ carer to explain the incident. 

o Repeat incidents: Returned to parent/carer only; behaviour sanction applied 

per the Behaviour Policy (e.g., reflection, loss of privilege, meeting with 

parent). 

3. Refusal to hand over: Treated as a behaviour concern; escalated to senior leadership 

team. 

4. Content checks: The academy does not routinely access content. However, where 

safeguarding, bullying, or criminal concerns are suspected, SLT/DSL may review 

content in line with statutory guidance and may involve parents/carers and the police 

as appropriate. 

 

9. Use on Trips, Events & Clubs 

• The ban applies equally during trips, events, and clubs. 

• Trip leaders may carry academy devices for communication/safeguarding. 

 

10. Emergency Contact Procedures 

• Pupils who need to contact home must ask a member of staff; the academy will 

facilitate contact via school phones. 

• Parents/carers should contact reception for urgent messages; pupils should not rely 

on personal devices. 

 

11. Data Protection & Safeguarding 

• Recording, photographing, or sharing images/audio on site is prohibited without 

academy authorisation and consent. 

• The academy complies with UK GDPR and retains confiscation logs securely. 
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• Concerns about online harm are referred to the DSL and managed 

per safeguarding procedures. 

 

12. Loss, Damage & Liability 

• The academy accepts no responsibility for personal devices brought in against policy. 

• Confiscated items are stored with care, but ultimate responsibility remains with the 

owner. 

• Parents/carers are advised not to send devices into school. 

 

13. Roles & Responsibilities 

• Pupils: Do not bring banned devices; follow instructions immediately. 

• Parents/Carers: Support the policy; avoid sending devices; collect confiscated items; 

discuss appropriate digital use at home. 

• Staff: Enforce policy consistently and courteously; log confiscations; escalate 

concerns to SALT/DSL. 

• SALT/DSL: Oversee implementation; manage exemptions; handle safeguarding; 

ensure logs and communication. 

 

14. Communication 

• Policy shared via the academy website, newsletters, parent meetings, and induction 

materials. 

• Email sent to all parents in January 2026 – enclosing the policy and a letter regarding 

the changes. 

 

15. Monitoring & Review 

• SALT reviews incidents termly to assess effectiveness and equity. 

• Policy updated annually or sooner in response to guidance changes or identified 

risks. 
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Pupil-Friendly Summary  

Mobile phones & smart watches are not allowed in school. 

• Don’t bring a phone to school from R-Y4. If you are a Y5 or 6 walker  you may bring in 

, but these are to be handed over and locked away for the duration of the school day. 

• Smart watches (that connect or receive messages) are not allowed. 

• Simple step trackers (no internet, no messages) are okay. 

• If you need to call home, ask a teacher — we’ll help. 

• If we see a phone or smart watch, we will keep it safe until your adult collects it. 

Let’s keep school safe, kind, and focused on learning! 
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